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The FBI launched an investigation.
They discovered these mistakes, but
even after they discovered them, it
took them 5 years to notify those who
were impacted—5 years that people
were sitting in prison. During that
time 3 of the 60 people on death row
who were convicted and put on death
row on potentially flawed evidence
were executed and thousands more sat
behind bars.

It is shocking and unacceptable. I
mention this because even in a country
such as ours, our criminal justice sys-
tem is not infallible, and that is why I
again urge the Senate to take up and
pass the Justice For All Reauthoriza-
tion Act. It is a bill I introduced with
Senator CORNYN last year. It is a bipar-
tisan piece of legislation which in-
cludes the Kirk Bloodsworth Post-Con-
viction DNA Testing Grant Program,
which seeks to prevent travesties such
as those described in the IG report.

It is named for Kirk Bloodsworth, a
man who has become a friend to me
over the years. He was convicted and
sent to prison and could have been exe-
cuted. In 1993, he became the first per-
son in the United States to be exoner-
ated from a death row crime through
the use of DNA evidence.

Two hundred fifty additional people
have been exonerated using this tech-
nology. Thomas Haynesworth was ex-
onerated in 2011 after spending 27 years
in prison for crimes he did not commit,
thanks to a grant provided by the Jus-
tice for All Act. He was accused of rape
in 1984, and wrongfully convicted. The
real perpetrator went on to rape more
than a dozen women.

The Justice for All Act takes impor-
tant steps to strengthen the rights of
victims of crime and reauthorizes the
Debbie Smith Act which has provided
significant funding to reduce the back-
log of untested rape kits. The program
is named for Debbie Smith, who waited
years after being attacked before her
rape kit was tested and the perpetrator
was caught. She and her husband Rob
have worked tirelessly to ensure that
others will not experience such horror.
I thank Debbie and Rob for their con-
tinuing help on this extremely impor-
tant cause.

Just yesterday, a few blocks from
here at the DC Superior Court, a man
was exonerated by DNA evidence. Now
that is the good news. He was exoner-
ated. Kevin Martin was exonerated, but
he spent 26 years in prison for the 1982
rape and murder of a Washington
woman he had nothing to do with.

We know that in our criminal justice
system mistakes are inevitable. But
the Justice for All Act reauthorization
gives us the chance to fix some of our
most grievous errors.

Senator CORNYN and I believe that
pursuit of justice is not a partisan
issue, which is why we were pleased
when our bill was unanimously ap-
proved by the Judiciary Committee
back in October. Senate minority lead-
er MiTcH MCCONNELL is also a cospon-
sor of the bill. Every single Senate
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Democrat has signed off on passing
this. Senator GRASSLEY, the ranking
member of the Judiciary Committee,
called the inspector general’s report
‘“‘shocking.” I agree completely, we all
agree, which is why it is time for the
full Senate to reach an agreement and
consider the Justice for All Reauthor-
ization Act.

I thank the many law enforcement,
victim services and criminal justice or-
ganizations that have helped to pin-
point the needed improvements that
this law attempts to solve and I appre-
ciate their ongoing support in seeing it
passed.

Let’s pass the legislation.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

——
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO CFPB

Ms. WARREN. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

I am here today to say happy birth-
day to the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau. This week marks 4 years
since Dodd-Frank was signed into law
and 3 years since the consumer agency
opened its doors.

The consumer agency was built to be
a new Kkind of regulatory agency, one
that would stand up for America’s fam-
ilies, not for big banks or credit card
companies.

The consumer agency was not pop-
ular with big banks and their friends in
Washington. The financial services in-
dustry spent more than $1 million a
day fighting tooth and nail against fi-
nancial reforms and they vowed to kill
the consumer agency before it was ever
born. But thanks to the work of grass-
roots consumer groups across the coun-
try that worked very hard and got or-
ganized, we pushed back against the
big banks’ armies of lobbyists and law-
yvers, and we won. We succeeded in
building a strong independent con-
sumer agency with the tools necessary
to protect consumers against the
tricks and traps hidden in the fine
print of mortgages, credit cards, and
student loans.

Under Rich Cordray’s leadership, the
staff of the CFPB has made amazing
progress since it opened. This little
agency has already forced big financial
institutions to return more than $4 bil-
lion to 15 million consumers they
cheated, and it has helped tens of thou-
sands of consumers resolve complaints
about their financial institutions. It
has put in place rules to protect con-
sumers from a range of dangerous fi-
nancial products and to make sure that
companies cannot put out the kinds of
deceptive mortgages that contributed
to millions of foreclosures.

Recently the CFPB shared stories
from people all across the country who
have reached out to the agency for help
with financial issues. One of these sto-
ries is from Ari, an Iraq veteran from
Hull, MA. Ari and his father Harry told
their story to CFPB. While serving in
the military, Ari took out a car loan
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advertised directly to servicemembers.
The dealership promised Ari that he
would be able to afford the loan, but
after Harry read the fine print, he fig-
ured out this was a terrible deal. So
Harry filed a complaint with the CFPB
and the agency’s investigation helped
to uncover scams targeting men and
women in uniform. Ultimately, the
consumer agency ordered the auto
lenders to refund about $6.5 million to
the servicemembers they cheated, and
to agree to stop these practices imme-
diately.

This is just one example of how peo-
ple are fighting back, using the tools of
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau. It is also an example of how the
consumer agency is standing up for
families who have been targeted by
scams and unfair practices. Together
families and the agency are starting to
clean up the market for consumer cred-
it.

Sure, there is a lot left to do. The
consumer agency still has important
rules to put in place regarding payday
lending, debt collection, and arbitra-
tion clauses. The biggest banks are
dramatically bigger than they were
during the financial crisis, and there is
still too much risk in our system and
too much need for reform. We need to
keep pushing for changes that will
make our financial system more stable
and more secure to protect consumers
and to keep our economy safe.

Stories such as Ari’s and Harry’s
show that the consumer agency works
and that the agency empowers people.
In a badly tilted financial marketplace,
the agency is giving consumers a fight-
ing chance. This week is an oppor-
tunity to highlight these accomplish-
ments and a reminder of how we can
make Washington work for families all
across this country.

I yield the floor.

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session.

The clerk will report the motion to
invoke cloture.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Andre Birotte, Jr., of California, to be
United States District Judge for the Central
District of California.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Jack
Reed, Tim Kaine, Angus S. King, Jr.,
Thomas R. Carper, Bill Nelson, Jon
Tester, Patty Murray, Claire McCas-
kill, Benjamin L. Cardin, Mark Begich,
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